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EDITORIAL

Hare we are 8t last, with sama good news, same
slaw naws. Tha mast impartant thing, af caurse,

is the planned visit for Anne McCafirey ta N2

{see datails in Quidnunc’s appasite). This will be
quite an avant far NZ in that tap flight authars in
thair prima dan‘t arrive an our shares vary aften
{ance 8 century?]. Sa | vary much hape everything
goes acenrding ta plan and same pleasant gatharings
can be had.

Other gaad news is that Auckland wan the hid far
the 1981 Natianal Canventian at WellCan B recen-
tly. A cammittaa is warking an details but there is
nat a lat af infarmatian ready far publicatian yet,
ather than a enntact address (PO Bax 5651, Wall-
aslay Street, Auckland 1) and a date {Queens Bir-
thday Weekend, 1981].

Slaw news is that, despite a numhber of requests far
sama, |‘'ve yet ta receive a single can repart far the
WellCan 8 happening. Yes, a numher af peapla have
said they had a good time and that there were na
great hitches, and stuff like that, hut where are the
wards far pasterity?1? Shape upi|

| was fairly pleased with the last issue laz last he's
not moaning, they all cry) and the paste-up far this
ane looks pretty gaad taa, sa I'm pretty happy with
Noumenaon all raund. Naw, if | can jus: get them
aut regularly...and eateh up an the late issues...and
answer same af thase letters persanally...and com-
missian a faw things | have in mind...and THUNK!!
{just Kath quieting him down)

Ga ta it falks - sarry | didn‘t have time ta da many
reviews mysalf, hut you knaw haw time

d EXPLANATORY NOTES

5/ is the standard ahhreviation used for the term science fiction
throughout this magazine: SF is considered unnecessary. and
set~fi undesirable.

WarldCon is the s1andard abhbreviatian faor the annual Warld
Science Fiction Convention

GeaH is the abhreviatian for Guestis] of Hanour al a conventian
ar gathering.

" *1%, *2¢ (etcl are used as the standard fontnote indicatars. |
tecl the asterisk is an under-used symhol and can bhe used in
' N\ | place of brackets in cerlain instances.
Volume 4 Number 8 -- Issue 38 ~ July 1980 | ‘The following conventions are used in Noumenon The titles of
. || movels ar boaks are in capitals. bald face. The names of films
Cover Art by: MICHAEL FALLON (NZ) or television programmes ate in capitals. The titles of stones ar
Interior Art by: magazines are in capital and lower case. hold face. The titles of
Jane Taubman (Aust): pp 3. 19 articles are in quotation marks Recnrd album titles are in
Duncan Lucas (NZ) P 5 capitals. bold face. Sang titles are in capitals and lawer case.
Tom Cﬂl’dy (NZ) p8 : bald face. The names of musical groups are in capifals.
Jim Storey (NZ): pp 10.13.14.16,17.18 Malling label: The number afier your name refers 1a the last
Mike Willoughby (NZ): P 12. wssue of vour current subserpiion Please renew a1 least ane
Ralph Silverton (Ausl): P 19. issue priar 1o expiry 10 svaid unnecessary posiage and 1o
c o q . simplify accounting A T indicates 2 irade capy. C indicates a
Colin Wilson (headmss)' pp 6. 2. camplimeniary copy: E means an expenmental’ capy (are you
inferested in seeing more. trading, caninbufing?)
. /N /
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ANNE McCAFFREY VISIT

The biggest lacal N7 news 1s that BAT. Mervyn
Rarrett and Naumenan have made arrangements
with the arganisers af SwanCon § for Anne McCaff-
rey to spend a few days in New Zealand after her
fime in Ansiralia Anne will be attending SwanCan
as the local paint af a world 1aur. which alsa in-
cludes staps in other main cities of Australia (and
countries of the warld . spart!)

Anne and daughiter Gigi will be in NZ far 4 days.
Septemher 12 - 15 Gatherings have heen arranged
far Auckland and Wellingtaon. At the time of gaing
to press, these were:

AUCKIAND, Friday evening, September 12, an
evening gathering at 1the Auckiand University and
possihly a meal scmewhere.

WELLINGTON, Saturday evening, September 13,

a gathering a1 a suitahle location.

Sightseeing may alsa be arranged for Anne and
Gigi if they are interested hut we will need ta wait
for confirmation from them hefare such details can
be finalised.

Further information will be published in Nm 39
and in ather zines when final de1tails are known.

(Our thanks to the SwanCaon committee far their
help and generosity.) #

NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA

Narstrilia Press news. We are puhlishing in July/
Augusi a navel called DREAMING DRAGONS hy
Australian writer Damien Braderick (Packet Baoks
will he daing a paperhack edition in the States).

We will he doing a hardaver editian selling for
araund $12. We are alsa puhlishing a limited edi-
tion of paetry hy Roger Zelazny called When Pussy-
willaws Last in the Catyard Bloamed. A callection
of 1000 numbered copies, 80Q paper at NZS$5 and
200 clath signed by the authar at NZ$10. To he
puhlished in time for NoreasCan I1. We will alsa

be puhlishing a collection of critical essays an faday
tadays’ main sf writers. (from Carey Hand field in
Melbourne. Noumenon acts as NZ agent for Nors-
trilia Press titles, so send your orders to us. You
might even do it soon so we can let them know how
many to send. )

NEW CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
Columhia Wamer Distributors have released inform-
ation about a Special Edition of Steven Spielberg’s
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND,
due for release later this year.

“Filmmaking should never be a dry-cement pro-

ss,” says Spielberg, the writer-director of the
1978 blockbuster. “You can often have different
ideas or feelings about a film months or years later
and there are points that can be added to improve
the story’s impact. But it’s not often that you get
a chance to change the work to match your vision.™

Spielberg explains that working within a strict
budget during the film's production, he had almost
160 pages of screenplay but shot only 135. After
the picture’s enormous world-wide success had
returned more than $125 million in film rentals to
the film’s backers, Columbia Pictures, he and the
company came up with 2 unique proposal: Could
they further the experience of the ending, shoot
the additional scene, put back several special
effects that had to be cut originally, and re-edit
other sections in the film? The decision was that
they could.

Spielberg has been involved in filming, editing
and restructuring the movie with these additional
scenes for many months and while also at work on
other projects. Just as the original version of CE3K
was filmed under elaborate security in order to
pratect its dramatic impact, so also are all the de-
tails of the expanded ending and other surprises
under wraps until the new film's 1980 openings.

But indicative of the innovative and sometimes
mercurial manner of Spielberg, the new trip will be
a surprise 10 almost everyone except the director.

“The new footage takes Richard Dreyfull one
step further,” says the director, “but the mystery
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still exists in the Special Edition  I'm glad | was
able 10 enhance the work ta mee! my original
vision and 1'm happy thai a film company would
agree 1a such an unorthadox plan.”

Additonal material for the Special Edition was
filmed a1 The Burbank Studias and against the
stark desert beauty of Death Valley. Califarnia
Roberi Swarthe. recently in charge of special

effects on STAR TREK. THE MOTION PICTURE.

was the supervisor of all special effects far the
Special Edition. and Alan Davian (who lensed
Spielherg’s first 35 mm shant film. " Amblin™ in
1968) was the Directar of Photography *

CONVENTIONS

SwanCon §:  19th National Australian sf can,
Aug 22-25 1980. Park Tawers Hatel, Perth. GoH:
Anne McCaffrey. Membership $§12.50 attending,
$S supporting. Contact Bax 225. Wemhley, WA
6014, Australia.

NareasCon 11:  38th WarldCan, Aug 29 - Sept
1. 1980. Bostan. USA. GaHs: Daman Knight,
Kate Wilhelm. Bruce Pelz; TM: Bab Silverberg.
$30 attending, $8 suppanting. Cantact Baox 46,
MIT Siation, Camhbridge. MA 02139 USA

Adventian 81 20th Natianal Australian. Queen's
Birthday (lune) 1981 Grasvenar Haotel, Adelaide.
GoHs: Frank Herbert, lohn Foyster. $12.50 att,

$7.40 supp. Contact Bax 130, Marden, SA 5070.
Australia.

Denvention 11:  39th WarldCon_ Sept 3-7 1981,
Denver, USA. GaHs' C L Maare. Cliffard Simak:
TM: Edward Bryant. $25 at1. $15 supp. Cantact
Box 11545, Denver. CO 80211, USA.

Australia in 83: Bid for the 41s1t WarldCon A
Bulletin is published quarterly. anly availahle in
Aust and NZ, and costs 4/§3. Three Bulletins have
been published so far. Contact Box A491, Sydney
South, NSW 2000, Australia. Greg Hills is acting
as NZ agent. %

LOCUS

Tha N per of the Sci Fiction Field
Edited & Puhlished by Charles N. Brown.

Lacut is tha essantlal zina tar all sarious 1t raaden, eol-
lecinrs, writars, artists, aditars, lhrariesAlbrarlang, and
quidnunes. Majar naws; Peaple, Markat & Media Nales:
Columns; Raviews: (nfarviews; Survays & Summaries;
avan Impariant advarts —- all are In Lacus. —AAT

2024 pages; 11"x8%"; offset.
$13.50/12 seamail; $21 airmail -- individuals.
$15/12 seamail; $22.50 airmail - institutions.
PO Box 3938, San Francisco, CA 94119, US.A_

Joe & Gay
Haldeman

Interview/Reminiscence
by Bruce Ferguson

Introductian

Joe and Gay Haldeman currently live in Flarida.
They were hath the averseas guasts at UniCan \|
which taak place at Melhaurne aver Easter, 1980.
Our first glimpse aof Joe was as a weary American
taurist laaking far the hatel laundry. The Halde-
mans travelled to and fram Australia via Auckland.
While in Auckland far the secand time, they met
lacal fen. This interview/reminiscence is based an
that meeting and variaus panels at UniCan.

Biographic Nates

Joe was ham in 1943 and has lived in Puerto Rico,
New Orleans, Washingtan D.C., Alaska and Vietnam.
He has a B.S. degree in physies and astanamy and
has dane graduate wark in maths and camputer
science. He was dratted in 1967 and served as a
eombat engineer. He was awarded a purple heart.
Has been a full-time writer since 1970.

Baaks

War Year (1972)

Cosmic Laughter (anthalogy. 1974)

The Farever War (1974)

Mindhridge (1976]

Planet af Judgement (1977)

All My Sins Remembered {1977)

Study War Na Mare {anthalogy, 1977)

Infinite Dreams (callection, 1978)

Awards

The Faraver War waon the Huga, Nehula and Ditmar
awards for best navel.

Tricentennial wan the Huga and came secnnd far a
Nehula in the short stary categary.




Tell us abowr vour next novel
lae Haldeman
11 1s the masi difficult navel | have writlen (o date
It is alsa the langest and the first 1n a trilagy |1 is
set 1n the near future when mankind has expanded
anta O'Neill calanmes in space  Each one 1s hased
on same palitical or social 1dea
tei {female. fram a Marxist colony) goes on a visit
10 the various others One colony is a vast brathel
and she gets invalved with a character why is
deeply religious ahout kinky sex.™

({Auckland fen gat a detailed description of the
plot but | wan’t reveal mare here except to reco-
mmend that you read it yourself 11 daes saund
interesting)

“When | return 1a Flarida | will start wark on
the sequel.”
How did you get your first sale?
“The first story | sald was ariginally sent in to Fred
Poh!l. He sent it back with a few suggestions. |did
these and resubmitied with a covering nate, |
didn't know that Fred had been sacked {a persanal-
ity clash) and replaced . . . (pause). Now put your-
self in the shaes of a new editior with 2 magazine
ta print. Nat 100 sure what ta da, and in comes
this manuscript that appears to have been written
ta order.™

(Joe’s suggested sharicut is that you wait until
an editaor has been replaced and then send in a stary
as if it is a 1e-write.)

What did vou do in the Vietnam War?
1 hid!

“l was carrying a lot of exposives and my job
was ta hide until the battle was aver and then
make a clearing so the helicapters could land and
take away the waunded.

*] tried 10 avaid the draft as a canscientiaus
ahjectar. but had ane prablem. | was an athiest
and athiests couldn’t da that. | later found out
that they could. Tried to be a medical arderly but
there were plenty of thase and there was a shartage
of combat engineers. . .

“Later | became supply afficer, which is a fancy
name far thief. There was no robbery involved -

‘-&\.

“*Soon 10 he published 1s WORLDS.

The leading charac-

Just re-apprapriation af military assets by the
military " (Joe then went an to describe a couple
of staries about mountains of ‘stolen” beer and
trucks and inspector generals -- very amusing).

*“The sad thing ahout the war is that you never
found outl what happened. After 1 came out of
hospital my commanding officer was surprised to
see that 1 was alive!™

Cooking bacon

In the forward to Summer's Lease in the collection
INFINITE DREAMS, Jaoe reveals the perfect way
to coak bacan - naked. (It encourages you 10
cantrol the heat better). It hegan when anather
writer was visiting the Haldemans. Gay was coak-
ing hacon for breakfast when the visitar made his
recommendation. “Fine,” said Gay, “Yau caak it.’

Tell us your views on narcotics

“I'don’t use them. | used ta use Scopalamine be-
fare it became illegal, althaugh it alsa became 100
useful. Itis an attention-grabber: you start patting
the cat and an haur later you're still daing i1, (1
wauld add here that the cat is the anly animal

that wauld regard that sart of behaviour as nathing.
aut af the ardinary! - BWF). “Yau see a typewriter
and you type. As lsaid, it became too useful sa 1
gave it up.

“At ane conventian there was this guy whao was
applying Mendelvian theary ta marijuana. He was
crass-pollinating plants and had praduced this
super-weed. We tried some and while everyone
went out fa get same ice cream | wrote a story.

11 was terrific and | was really enjaying writing
this thing 1 found it the next maming and it 10ld
the stary of this persan wha was a garhage truck,
and his friends wauldn’t tell him. Caouldn't make
any mare sense aut af it.”

Personal Qpinian

Jae and Gay are nice peaple. They are friendly and
very interested in meeting fen araund the warld.
There are na pretentians abaut being a hig-name
writer - lae is just anather guy wha likes his beer --
it's just he has all these apportunities 1o talk in
front of a crowd. | am very glad ta have met them.
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Brian Stableford, 14 Easton Crescent, Swansea
SA1 4QJ. UK. (6/6/80)

1 really ought to have written to you long ago to
thank you for sending me copies of Noumenon -- 1
have meant to do so on serveral occasions but
have never quite got round to it (with my family.
my job and my writing there never seems to be
any time for doing many of the things which I
ought to do) | have followed with interest Greg
Hills' comments on my Daedalus series, this being
the only set of reviews which the series has re-
ceived (the UK publisher has dropped it, having
printed but failed to distribute the fourth volume).

The title of the sixth volume -- which Greg did
not much like - is an oblique and utterly pointless
pun, and its choice reflects my predilection for such
(a prediliction sometimes concealed by Don Woll-
heim, who alters some of them; THE FLORIANS
was originally called Ratcatcher, and had I been con-
sulted about the change of title | would have sugg-
ested The Plastic Pcople as the best alternative. The
reason that Ratcatcher would have been an obscure
and pointless pun is that my favourite Richard Gam-
ett story is called Al der the R her . . .).

Since finishing PARADOX OF THE SETS [ have
done three individual novels, but [ shall be starting
a new series for Daw later this year - a kind of evol-
utionary future-history/time-travel series. whose
sixth and final volume (unless Don changes the title)
will ultimately be called THE OWL OF MINERVA.
The series as a whole will be designated “Project
Ambassador”, but I'm not certain yet whether the
inaugural volume will also bear that title.

Thanks again for sending me copies of Noumen-
on, and apologies for not having responded before.

** And thanks for writing. | don't expect too
much response from writers, knowing their time is
precious. A letier from you once a year from now
on will be fine. **

Michael Newbery, 111 Houghton Bay Road, Well-
ington 3, NZ. (25/5/80)

Noumenon 35/36 (Nm suggests Newton metres to
me I'm afraid) has a few added features and fills?
Well how about applying scissors to those interlineal

‘blow ups’ for a start” " Arthur Clarke 1s too expen-
sive . . ~ may be eye-catching, 1t is also annoying.
And ‘Rags. Solecism " etc seems ta have gotten
lost. again  The quality of repraduction of photo
stills seems 10 he much better than 11 was though .-
the ALIEN snaps are quite good even if you are
still having some trouble with the darker book
covers.

I've got my | meire pile of books back again.
courtesy of a church fair {12 books for §! 20') and
45 old If. WOT and Galaxy from one of the local
2nd hand bookshops So what if THE EMPIRE
STRIKES BACK. doesn’t make it here "til next
year -- I'm provisioned.

A record company called Caedmon have some
interesting offerings, eg “‘Childhood’s End™
(excerpts) read by A C Clarke; “Dying Inside™ read
by Robert Silverberg: “‘Haunter of the Dark™ David
McCallum; “Edgar Allan Poe Soundbook™ Basil
Rathbone/Vincent Price; J R R Tolkien Soundbook
J R R T/William Elvin and Donald Swan/Christophes
Tolkien; “Truths of Dune™ Frank Herbert. All
import-your-own 1I'm afraid.

Don D’Ammassa, 19 Angell Drive, East Providence,
Rhade Island. 02914, USA. (18/5/80)

| was interested to see the varied reactions to ALIEN
that appeared in Nm | was extremely pleased with
it, despite a number of minor flaws not directly
related to the story line. | notice no one compared
it 10 the earlier IT THE TERROR FROM BEYOND
SPACE. Both mowies have the same basic plot.
although there is no comparison otherwise Possibly
the earlier film was never shown in New Zealand
Neither do | understand Harvey Kong Tin's objec-
tion to the lack of advanced weaponry Even assum-
ing that such exists. why would you expect to find

it aboard a tugboar transporting mobile mining
facilities?

1 alsa have a couple of questions abou1 your
review of Sturgeon's VISIONS AND VENTURERS.
At one point, you allude to the “weaknesses of . .
the genre™ but never explain what you mean. There
undoubtedly are some. but it's not very satisfying
to read a review that criticizes a book for some un-
defined weakness. Elsewhere in the same review you
refer to Sturgeon’s Weird Tales type of stories as
dated. How so?l've always thought Sturgeon’s stuff
stoad up remarkably well to the sands of time.

** Weaknesses of the genre, apparent in the Sturg-
eon collection, include writing for a particular
market (more towards hard science for Astounding,
more towards sentimentality for Weind Tales), bare
bones storytelling (also called hack work ), stereo-
typical characters (especially minor characters),
the thinness in memory after a day or so, elc.

As for ‘dated’ Weird Tales stories, | thought my
phrase “‘familiar-turned-weird plus sentimentality "’
would have covered that, and ] did specify certain
stories with the ‘dated’ problem, whereas others
“stood up remarkably well as you say **

Collating help on issue 38 was by Kath Alber
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Graham Femer, 2/16 Hollyhock Place. Browns
Bay, Auckland 10, NZ

Reading through the letter column of Nm 37 |
came acrass the one by Chris and Dai Nettle, in
which they expressed surprise at the lack of pub-
licity for WellCon "79 and WellCon "80. But to take
this point one siep further there is a lack of public-
ity for fandom in the mam. | expressed this in an
editorial of Nebula some months ago but if you
take the average sf reader who hasn't heard of the
organized group of fans (Fandom), there's a 50%
chance no-one will ever tell him of fandom.

1 think Noumenon helps a lot in this area be-
cause it's the only New Zealand zine which is distr-
ibuted through bookshops

Last year sometime Greg Hills put an advert in
the New Zealand Listener for people who where
into sfand would like 10 meet other people to do
with the subject. | believe he got quite a good res-
ponse which is how [ actually came to know him.

In conclusion | would just like to say if there's
anyone out there whao feels that they can do some-
thing to make the public aware of fandom, go to it.

** Bookshops can be a good introduction to fan-
dom, whether fanzines are present or not. I've met
a few interesting people just by talking with people

browsing in the sf stands. But of course, conven-
tions will be the greatest draw to new fans, if they
are well advertised, **

David Harvey., PO Box 21-113, Henderson, Auck-
land, NZ. (12/6/80)

Enclosed are more words for Nm and 1 hope that
you will be able to use them, possibly as a follow-up
to the Games Article which you so kindly publish-
ed some time ago.

Many thanks for Issue 37. Up to your usual
standard. When | was over in Melboumne 1 spoke
with a few sfenthusiasts who rate your magazine
very highly ~ indeed | naticed in a recent publica-
tion that I received from Canberra that Noumen-
on is rated as one of the world’s best. Perhaps we
should nominate you for a Hugo.

As at the date of writing this letter, 1 have only
been back from Melbourne for a few days and 1
haven’t heard a thing about WellCon B. If you
went | hope it went well for you and if you didn't
1 hope that we will see the next in Auckland.

** Thanks for the article (to be in the next issue,
he says gamely ) and for the letter with such kind
words. But don't say anything to Greg. Don't
know much about WellCon B (see this issue's edit-
orial) but watch out for McCaffrey and NorCon! **

** My apologies ~ a letter | meant to include
with the History of SF Fandom feature in
Nm 37 =**

Bruce Bum, 128 Fox Street, Gishome, NZ.

Dear Brian,

| presume it’s you | should thank for the
copy of WellCon convention booklet. Mervyn
Barrett had sent me a sheet of publicity mat-
erial before the convention, but work and
other commitments forbade that 1 should
get to Wellington for the gathering.

Reading through it brought on quite a
wistful spate of nostalgia. and especially
when | saw the reprints of old fanzine covers.
Sweet innocent days they were, twenty years
aga. We used to worry about the details of
naming things just as young fans do now
(going by the last paragraph on page 8), little
realising nobady really cares a great deal.
Except the youngsters doing the worrying!
Reading the recallections of Roger Horrocks
brought back more memories: of the Wgtn
Circle's early days; of the visits | made to
Auckland, staying at the Horrocks' place; of
leaming how 10 produce a duplicated fanzine:
of becoming tremendously invoived in the
curious long-distance familiarity of fandom
around the world.

Roger mentions many of the aspects of sf
fandom which engaged me for almost a
decade: the youthful vigour and keen ness to
get to meet like-minded people; the volumes
of letters: the good humour and fellow-ship
(what Ella Parker used to call “the open hand-
shake before you've met™); the feuds that we

in NZ only heard about from overseas; the
gafia after too intense a preoccupation. My
own involvement in fandom touched on all
these things at different times and my depart-
ure from fannish activities coincided with a
growing obligation to personal affairs. So it
would be for many as the everyday world
captures them, no doubt.

I suppose it’s inevitable that there's a
strong sercon eclement in the booklet, but 1
ger the impression from the listing of current
fanzines that fandom in NZ is basically a
pretty sober affair. 1suppose that shouldn’t
surprise me, but it does disappoint me a little;
1 would have hoped for some of the ingroup
fun to have survived.

A couple of months ago, Nigel Rowe dropp-
ed me 2 line, asking for information about
fanzines of the sixties and before, which prom-
pted me to climb up to my attic and blow the
dust off a lot of boxes and mounds of yellow-
ing paper. Naturally, | started reading some of
the old junk and found 1 had a few duplicates
of old fanzines. Which is howcum paraFAN-
alia 11 is herewith, in exchange for the book-
let, and with thanks.

1 don’t imagine 1I'll get involved in fandom
again to the degree | was once, but it’s pleas-
and to see such a flourishing interest in sf
and fannish activities. 1f you happen to have
any recent fanzines you don't want, I'd be
grateful to see them. Who knows, 1 might
even s*b*c*i*b*! (Something unheard of in
my days).

Again, thanks for the booklet.
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Geoff Halland, 7 Bushy Place. Palmerstan Naorth,
NZ. (23/5/80)

Last time | wrote | talked abaut an sf ¢lub | was
running at school. | wanit to updaite the news an
this. A couple of weeks ago | raped a girl under 1
bar-room tahle hut ga hacked 10 pieces trying to
escape. later in the evening | was killed again hy
an evil super-hero in same dank and misty dungeon
Hawever. the evening wasn’t completely wasted be-
cause, as a rugged barharian. | saved the knawn
warld by finding the magic sward and shield.
Clearly, but maybe itisn’t, ] refer ta a games
evening with Bar-room Brawl. Dungean, and Barh-
arian being played alang with aother games.

Our graup is naw the Club Of Rale Playing
Sciencefiction Enthusiasts -- CORPSE - and we
meet each Manday night at the Awatapu College
library at 7.00pm, visitars welcome. Unfartunately
thaugh the rale playing is lats of fun, we haven't
dane much in the sf area.

1 was recently ahle to pick up a capy of Peter
Nichol's ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF SCIENCE FICT-
ION and agree with all the reviews of it, it is sup-
erth. The depth of entry and the variety make it
mare than just a reference boaok. | find that 1 lack
up one thing, see something else that catches my
eye, fallow the ciass references and an hour or so
later reluctantly pull myself away from it Twa
entries | found particularly interesting

One was.on faster than light travel. This, i1 was
g

"% SUDDENLY...

suggested. was impassihle not so much hecause of
the technalogical problems which warp drives and
hlack holes could passibly get round. but hecause
of 1the paradoxes invalved in arriving hefore you had
left so 10 speak. Mayhe it 1s hecause | find the idea
limiting. hut it makes me unhappy -- can anyone
help” Is FTL passible? Or da | have to go and live
in anather universe? Passihly a tapic for the next
Futures/Altematives sectian

The ather entry | faund interesting was an
Philip K Dick: it was very infarmative and had ini-
eresting critical comment. 1 am getting closer to
writing that appraisal of Dick’'s wark. At present |
am reading several of his shart staries and 1 recent-
ly enjoyed his non-sf CONFESSIONS OF A CRAP
ARTIST

1 can't agree with Chris Fountain's views about
Omni. It is a magazine that gives me much enjay-
ment. Certainly some of the articles are nat well
written, but the shart fiction has been excellent, the
photagraphy cutstanding and the general presenia-
tion a pleasant change. The clincher as far as 1 am
concermned is that my wife reads it as avidly as 1 da.
and it is good ta have her interested in ane of my
interests.

One of the most commaon comments about Well-
Can was that the group idea should have heen used
maore. | arrived at that canference not knowing
anyaone and think that same group activities early
an wauld have helped break the ice. for me at
least. Sf fandam is a funny thing and it is quite
easy to feel on the outside, or at the least very
confused. Last time you published one of my
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letters | received tons of mail from all over the
place and then felt embarrased that | cauldn’
reply to 11 all Reing a praperly functioning fan
musit he a full time jah

Anyway. I'm not camplaining -- recently 1
haven’t been get1ing any mail at all: keep up the
goad work and | eagerly await the nexi issue
** Yes. the Nicholls' is superb - | hope librarians,
clubs and organisations which require good infor-
mation (eg. radio. ty, The Listenerj have it or will
order it. **

Jim Barker, 113 Windsar Raad, Falkirk, Stirling-
shire, FK1 SDR, Central Scatland. (29/4/80)

Hi! Thanks for the latest copy of Noumenon. It
reminded me that I've been wanting ta write to you
concerning the ““Half Life™ instalments you've
been running, as well as thanking you far the publ-
icity. I've been a bit busy with TAFF-losing and
E‘mpan'ng far being the 1980 Eastercon fan GoH.
aw that’s all aver, I'm trying ta catch up with my
carrespandence (and failing . . . )

Anyway, yau might have heard that Elmer T
Hack has retired fram the SF field. This was basie-
ally because Chris Evans and | gat a hit tired of the
strip and decided 10 give it up hy mutual consent.

Elmer hasn't appeared in Veciar since last year
but he's abaut 1a make a guest appearance in my
ather camic strip “The Captive™ before spinning

off in10 his own sequel strip “Half Death.”” Chris
and | have come up with same new thoughts an
Elmer. sa there's alsa a “Half Life™ revival immin-
ent, thaugh that's being tailared far SF Review.

** Thanks for writing Jim And Nm readers can
look forward to a new work from Jim real soon
now. **

lan McLachlan, 37 Hillcrest St, Mastertan, NZ.
(24/6/80)

1 welcame each new issue — Nm continues its high
standard despite the varying frequency of publish-
ing (not intended as a criticism).

I am seeking infarmatian ar clarification on a
navel by Cliffard D Simak and hope same reader
may he ahle ta help me out. 1 have seen only ane
reference ta the navel in question, EMPIRE, puhli-
shed by Galaxy Navels in 1951 (this fram the hib-
liography contained in the Sphere edition of the
Rest of Cliffard D Simak).

I wauld narmally assume a title change bui this
would seem nat to he the case judging by dates as
listed in this particular hibliography, and if anyane
can shed any light an this 1 would be pleased to
hear it.

I found myself agreeing with every ward of yaur
review af Dicksan’s THE ALIEN WAY, which |
consider ta be ane of his best. | cannat undersiand
why it has received sa little attention from review-

60 PAGES

60 PAGES

INTERVIENS!:

Jim Larker & Chreis Evans

“4 DAY IN THE LIFE” — REVIEWS!! - ANECDOTLS!!
34 PAGES OF THE VERY BEST STRIPS

Autographed and with a small personalised cartoon by Jim

Send £1 or equivalent to Jim Barker, 113 Windsor Road, Falkirk, Stirlingshire,
FK1 5DB, Central Scotland.
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ers. The Sphere edition is not the first British
edition hy the way. Cargi puhlished it in 1973 ten
years after its first appearance as a shan navel in
Analag (lanuary 1963)

=2 EMPIRE s listed by title m Nicholls™ ENCYC-
LOPEDIA bus that s all. Thanks for the support
for THE ALIEN WAY . we'll ge1 it a retrospective
Hugo yer' **

David Lee-Smith. 43 McLeod Street, Upper Hutt,
NZ. (2/7/80)

Thank you far the articles ahout the Wells Cluh of
Southland and the Science Fiction Cluh of Upper
Hutt. The latter is flourishing. A1 las1 night's reg-
ular meeting we had 15 peaple. ranging in age from
ahout 10 to ahout 65+. We showed a super-8 full
version of DARK STAR, which was much enjoyed

Ray Shuker, Education Dept, Massey University,
Private Bag, Palmerston Narth, NZ. (30/6/80)

I naticed Tom Mum's letter in Nm 37 and will be
interested 1a read his article. There is, to my know-
ledge, very little examinatian of sf in New Zeal-
and University caurses. The add hit appears in
English Lit courses dealing with the ‘modem’ navel,
(and our English Depis seem 10 equate ‘modem’
with early 20th century), but sf generally has not
been considered academically respectable here --
campared with its treatment in the US and. 10 a
lesser extent, in England.

In 1981 the Massey Ed Dep1 will offer a Media
Studies paper, which will include an sf component.
1 will be involved in teaching the course and will
attempt ta deal with sf as a popular literature em-
phasizing fwo themes: SF as modern mythology:
and SF as utopian-dystapian literature. It will also
be possible 10 use sf material in ather aspects of the
caurse. dealing with camics. (v and film. There
will be some emphasis on the passible uses of sf
in the classroom and on the study of sf with an
educatianal theme (eg the developmen1 of artificial
intelligence). This is ta partly legitimize our Dept's
offering such a course, which is rather peripheral to
our usual concerns! Anyway, it pramises to be int-
eresting.

The place where the siudy of SF i gaiming
graund 1s 1n the secandary schoals | used same
sf material in teaching English and Social Studies
in my own chalkface days. and pushed rhe ides in
a piece published 1n Educatian in NZ 1n Septemhe:
1978 (! enclose a copy - note the plug tor Noum
enon’) Fram my contacts since. | know tha
many teachers are successtully using st matenal
A piece hy Alan Papprill. in Education Na 3. 1979
(see copy | indicate how une pragramme was aperal
ed | have not contacied Alan. hut believe he is naw
teaching in the Whangarei area.

Having survived a change of location and adjust-
ment ta a new joh. | am a1 last managing to give
same time to reading and thinking about st again
1've written a short piece. “*SF. Sacial Criticism.
and Ulapia™ (enclased) for passihle inclusian in
Noumenan; | hope you find it of interest.

** Tom's article appears later in this issue so
thanks for the comments Roy - your article in E
in NZ is very well put (perhaps youd like 1o revise
or annotate it for Noumenon, as the main points
are still very relevant). Alan’s piece would also be
a good starting point for teachers not familiar with
the genre and its possibilities.

And you new article is very welcome. I'd haz-
ard to say it will be in Noumenon 39 ( famous last
faned's wonds, again!) **

WE ALSO HEARD FROM:
PAUL COLLINS {(AUST), wha sent details and copies

capies of his new Vaid Puhlications baaks; see
this issue’s Publishing Infarmatian far details.

ROGER DE VERE (NZ], who seems ta have a bee
in his bannet abaut “nat confarming ta the sa-
called American style af sf writing” and spelling,
and calling far a “'South Pacifica sf sphere”.
PHILIP IVAMY (N2): Next issue, Philip.

CHAS JENSEN (Aust]; from wham, yes, artwark
would be weleome.

VANYA LOWRY (NZ), wha sent same mare art-
wark and some delightful chatty notes.

JANE TAUBMAN (Aust]: Thanks for mare art-

wark Jane and, yes, we'd really appreciate same
caver artwark. %

Market Place

WANTED: Capies of the fallowing novels:

THE FITTEST -- J T Melntash

MISTS OF DAWN .. Chad Oliver

A SPACESHIP FQR THE KING - J Pournelle
Send details ta lan McLachlan, 37 Hilicrest Street,
Mastertan, New Zealand

“*This is a free column to readers of Noumenon.
Please feel free to use it **




THE ACADEMIC REACTION TO SF

Tom Murn discusses some problems with academia and
literary history.

Are science fiction courses daing the job? Are they presenting an adequate view of sf as it
exists taday? With this article | intend to examine some of the attempts and failures to in-
tegrate sf into a readily recognizable and conforming field of literary endeavour, as present-
ed in the college classroom (in America today).

St is. at this late date. probably in the college
classraom to stay. but its presence there is depend-
ent on many things. Of course, the imperfections
of the genre itself are a primary reason for some
compromising sf classes that can be found today.

But the problem is more difficult than that; the
shartcomings of “modem” (post-Gemsback) sf
are often used as an excuse to offer just about any-
thing written under the sun as “science fiction™.
Some of the more relevant reasons for the confus-
ion regarding course offerings and approaches will
be discussed later in the essay - the inherent literary
conservalism of most members of the community
of letters: semantic difficulties: new and unmeasur-
ed technignes and approaches

For the present, it will suffice to say that serious
problems arise when a college decides to offer an
sf course; problems of approach, of definition, of
“relevarice’”. These problems, and others. led Mark
Hilegan to state flatly that *“there is no future for
a course in science fiction™. '

LITERARY GAP

That there exists a gap between sf in its modern
form, and pasi and present literature, has been put
plainly by mosi critics dealing in speculative fiction.
But the college sf course is not as likely to have the
specialized perspective of a Delany or a Blish. That
there is a dearth of critical material dealing with sf
as a whole, not to mention in preparing a course on
sf, apparently has some bearing on the construction
of such a course. Professors must feel considerable
freedom in introducing individual ideas: the book
lists (which are supposed to define borders and id-
entify properly “literary™ works) found in most
critical studies and course sylabii contain a widely
ranging, in quality and quantity. number of books.
it is, unfortunately. easy to identify the recurring
ones: FRANKENSTEIN, Zamyatin's WE, BRAVE
NEW WORLD. a classical Utopia such as LOOKING
BACKWARDS or EREWHON_ and a Vonnegut
book or two for those curious few interested in
some “modemn™ form of sf. 2

A serious question arises here: 1s there a dichat-
omy between the “classical” penod of sf (the period

¥ Mark R Hilegas, **The Course in Science Fiction:
A Hape Deferred,” in Extrapolation vol. IX, p 19.

2 Made even more unusual by Vonnegut's confess-
ed freestyle frivolity and basic unconcern for philo-
sophical structuring, which greatly distinguishes
him from other sf authors writing today

of Wells and Verne) and the post-Gernsback era?
Many critical essays, as well as college classes, appr-
oach sf with the intention of proving some sort of
evolution exists which can be traced by examining
both sides of the imaginary fence. 3 This approach
often leads to confusing comparisons and relations
not immediately apparent, while skirting mare basic
issues.

Samuel Delany writes in the late quarterly
QUARK: *_,.inan attempt to give respectability
to American SF, much too much has been made of
the relation between English Victorian, or Wellsian
SF, and post-Gernsback, or Modem . . . | propose
that the relation actually is no straonger (or weaker)
than the passage of the idea that it was possible 10
write stories and novels set in the future.” 4

This compares poorly with the normal academic
position that there exists a traceable line of thought,
theme and subject from, for example, the nationa-
list Veme to the modernday technocrats such as
Campbell and Heinlein; from the historian Wells to
the cyclic projections of Asimov; or even from
Lucian and Homer to A Martian Odyssey. Such
uncertain connections could be explained away
simply by invoking something as simple as human
nature. Critical literary traditions do, in fact, stand
up poorly under this kind of twisting to make the
pieces fit. Of course, it becomes easier to make
such comparison when, as in one course, the
average date of the reading assignments was 1539
(with the inclusion of several examples of Greek
and Roman “speculative fiction,” eg Aristophanes’
The Birds, Lucian's Satires, Atlantis, etc), and
offered only five works out of over forty required
readings written beyond 1955. %

3 [ would include here with Verne and Wells the
European authors of the first part of the twentieth
century, since they, as well as Verne and Wells, were
basically accepted as part of the contemparary liter-
ature of the time, and not purposely separated {(wh-
ether by intent or accident) from the mainstream, as
were (and are) more contemporary and American sf
writers.

4 Samuel R Delany, “Critical Methods: Speculative
Fiction™ in QUARK #1 (8/70), p 186.

8 This course was Comparative Literature 357,
“Fantasy and Science Fiction,” offered in the spring
semester 1974 at the University of Wisconsin in
Madison. (Incidentally, the only course having any-
thing to do with ¢f at a university of 35,000 stud-
ents: offered once every other semester.)
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CURIOQUS APPROACH

Same reasan for this curious approach 1a a genre
that is anly now reaching a comprehensian of its
possihilities can he 1raced to the difficulties inherent
in almost any academic or critical program of study
for literature The hureaucracy of 4 university will
generally demand a certain amouni of convention,
a course invalving the study of a specialized area
would have to he laid aut fram here to there. and.
after all.if something does nat have grounding in
literary tradition ta same tangible extent it isn’1
received as legitimate for critical study.

Since sf is sa frequently assaciated with comic
baaks and Very Bad mavies, and can be found lurk-
ing in such dark camers aof cantemparary saciety as
Rack Music and the Drug Culture at large, it is often
faund in need af same praperly-aged hasis of faund-
atian, even if it can anly be attached ta mast of the
rest af the hause an the vaguest of terms.

Haw many Regents, with pawerfully campelling
farces of Traditian and Respectahility aiding them
in the search far dictating the Praper Caurse in
University policy. have heard of Rabert Heinlein
(and what have they heard af him?), much less a
Disch ar a Zelazny?

Anather difficulty in the academic stnicture is
one af the critical assessment of literature. Academ-
ia, used ta utilizing such tidy camparisans as Utap-
ian and Dystopian when measuring the relative
warth of classical speculative literature, is nat yet
familiar with the influx of techniques which have
allowed sf 1a deal with what is hecaming a virtually
limitless harizan of reflectians and judgements of
human nature. man reacting and interreacting with
any number of conditions and situations. Frederik
Pohl identifies the problem . . .

“If Dickens wanted ta write ahaut the hayhaad
aof David Copperfield, all he really had ta da was
laak inside his own head, remember what he could
of his own bayhaok, madify it with whatever ather
bayhaods he had ahserved and what other settings
he had seen, and set it down on paper. There he
had created a real young man who impressed us
with his reality.

“But ... (we) have a mare camplicated task,
since 1the peaple we write ahout often enaugh have
not had a childhoad like aurs, ar even a childhaad
at all. They may laok like sea snakes or bats . . . ta
say samething abaut peaple like these is a near-
impassibility, and can anly be dane by campramise
and inference.”

... and the passibilities!

“SF can .. nat anly settle metaphysical and
abstract problems, but it can dao these thingsin en-
vitonments which are themselves intrinsically inter-
esting.” &

AESTHETIC POWER
Enviranments intrinsically interesting . _ a valu-
ahle quality (and one present in any critically-accep-
ted mainstream navel), but ane unfartunately hard
to measure and define. What might be a fascinating

f Frederik Pohl, “The Shape of Science Fiction ta
Come.” in The Alien Critic #7 (10/73), p 8

environment tor ane reader ar critic might he dull
tor anather Howevei speculative literature. just
as music and paetry can he defined mare or less
universally as having aesthetic pawer. the emalian-
al pawer 1o affect beyond concerns of philosophic-
al intent or theme

Delany. discussing the relation hetween the paw-
erful mystic visions of the French Symbolists and
madem speculative authars such as Roger Zelazny.
uses anather term far ‘envirgnmenis mirnsically
interesting” ** the only thing thar we will
trust enough 1o let it generate in us any real sense
of the mystical 1s a resananl aesthetic form ' (italics
added). ?

I could establish here the progress ot contempor-
ary sf and the fact that numerous authors writing
within the field are undertaking a hroad variety of
endeavors, with a large amaunt of success. but
other authars have established the paint mare suce-
essfully than | cauld. The reader is referred to the
later chapters of Wallheim's THE UNIVERSE
MAKERS, which cavers mast of the well-known
authars, and several not as well knawn {eg A Bert-
ram Chandler, Rabert Sheckley), althaugh Wallheim
is ofttimes nat as harsh as he cauld he

But sf as a literary form will he lang tied ta the
grecepls of twentieth century saciety and science.

fis well known for its use of ““gadgetry.” techno-
lagical innovations, predictians, and figments of

7 Samuel Delany, **“Ahaut 5, 175 Wards," arigina-
ally puhlished in SF Review #33 (10/69).
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the authors imaginanions Thai use ol these in-
ventians in a serious story involves. among other
things. a suspension-of-belief1s apparently nai as
impartant as the deep-raated suspicion of the liter-
ary community far all things technologieal

Scveral writers have specifically identified order
as being a prime reasan for the unacceptance of sf
on college campuses. Mark Hilegas. writing in Ex-
trapalatian,_ has stated thai  “The reasan there is
nao future for a course in science fiction is nat that
science fictian cannai he literature The values of
literary intellectuals and 1he nature of English Dep-
artments are the reasan a reasan why professars
of English usually dislike science fiction (is) the
deep hatred of most literary intellectuals far scien-
ce and technology ™ ®

Hilegas gaes an ta explain, amang other things,
the effects of Victarian educational standards an
western centres af higher education, and concludes
that “‘in the lang run, it may be just as well not to
have such a course, for English Departments, as
they increasingly cancem themselves with narrowly
specialized studies, may laose much of their import-
ance as centers for meaningful intellectual activity.”
It is, indeed, a peculiar farm aof Future Shack, re-
treating ta the classics of a past culture instead of
coming to terms, as taday’s “culture™ has, with
twentieth century science and its myriad effects an
the huinan candition.

COMING TO TERMS

This coming to terms is samething that sf has
addressed itself to agressively in the last fifteen ta
twenty years. Much as the public had faund itself
directly involved in such scientific issues as nuclear
pawer plant siting and construction, sf hegan to
partray peaple caught in the midst of the Rig
Pawer Failure, the enemy-induced Plague, and mare
vague hut in the long run mare threatening issues

sucli as lack of diversity and shortage of lehenstraum,

and uther sociclogical and psychalagical questions

Judith Merrill means sf when she mentians ** . ..
The literature of the mid-twentieth century can be
meaningful only in so far as it perceives, and relates
itself to, the central reality of our culture: the reval-
utian in scientific thaught .. . 19

But jf sf is clasely related to “‘the central reality
of our culture™ and is emplaying literary techniques
which make the finest examples prabable literary
landmarks, it deserves hetter treatment than it has
been accorded.

Let us examine some appraaches stressed in a
college-level sf course. Many professors prefer.
when considering sf as a part of literalure as a whole.
to identify and discuss *themes™ which have lang
been present in sf: these “themes™ range from Qver-
population and Ecalagy to such flowery and allen-
compassing terms as The Extraordinary Voyage and

8 Hilegas, ap. ¢cit .p 19

* thid. p 2l

10 Judith Merrill, “What da you mean, Science”
Fiction?" from SF: THE OTHER SIDE OF REAL.

1SM, Rahert Clareson, Ed. Rowling Green Univers-
ity Papular press, 1969

the Unknown Land. The Key ta Knawledge. An
Era of Goad Feeling. ' That literature exists
which falls neatly inta these categories is nat deh-
atahle: hul these terms have very little 1o do with
malure speculative fictian, with its range af sub-
ject. formal . and cantent.

Some familiarity with the ancient predecessars
of sfis obviously necessary in any sf survey course.
but 1the implied direct line of descent casts a stran-
ge light an more cantemparary warks. Same of
the difficulty is, again, partially the fault of the
boundaries of the literary critic: *‘. . . the view
(of the histarical literary critic) only traces a single
thread thraugh what is essentially a tapestry of
aesthetic points. Frequently enaugh, these high
paints are, in reality, cannected. But, just as
frequently, they are connected to other wards and
situations tatally off the line . .. ™ 12
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The *‘themes” of the average callege sf caurse are
nathing mare than these imaginary lines, often
failing to hit the mark. Indeed, Delany dismisses
na less than five mainstays of the college specula-
live literature course when cantrasting them with
madern American sf: “Already, haw much more
patentially camplex a template we have than the
ane left us by Victarian Utapian fictian. The
Utapian fictions af Butler, Bellamy, Wells, as well
as the later Huxley and Orwell, exhaust themselves
by 1aking sides in the terribly limiting argument:
‘Regard this new saciety. You say it's goad, hut |
say it's bad.” Or, ‘You say it's had, but I say it's
goad." " 13

Delany is speaking here of authors used as prime
examples af the genre. The caurse of the “compl-
ex template™ was seldam measured with any care in
camparisan to the “terribly limiting™ Utapian ele-
ment in classical sf in many sf courses; made all the
mare curious hecause much of the critical literature
deals with growth of subject and object as well as
the roots of a genre, with the expanded and refined
idea as well as the basis for that idea.

Masi sf authors writing taday are invalved in
the utilization af ideas mare than themes, working
with specific concepts rather than hazily identified
and generalized principles and inventions. QOnce a

11 These terms were used in Comparative Litera-
ture 357 (see nate §).

12 Delany, *‘Critical Methods,” p 182.
13 Delany, Ibid.. p 191,
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new cancepl is invented and reaches prini. 1115
rapidly accepted as anather huilding hlack of a
postulated future setting. (In Delany’s essay
~“About 5,175 Wards.” Harlan Ellisan is quated as
delightfully discovering a candensed conceprt
found in ane of Heinlein's early navels "The doar
irised ° - irising doars are naw a camman feal-
ure of sf-ariented mavies and television shows.)
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This passage of concepts is independent of any
broader philosophical intents. Indeed. 1 know of
no other field of literature where philosophical.
moral, and ethical principles portrayed in the
writings are so completely unconnected 10 1heir
authors' structurings. The base from which sf
authors draw their inspirations is far too broad for
direct interchange and development of philosophi-
cal ideas.

For example, Ursula LeGuin can be said to have
been influenced by the teachings of Toaism, while

Herbert’s DUNE is essentially ‘a tale for the telling’

with no predominant philosophy emerging; and
Zelazny utilizes Hindu, Greek and Egyptian myth-
ology in his works, which, however, contain little
true philosophy that is faithful to its source.

In a field as vast and tiered as contemporary sf,
it makes little sense to discuss philasophical intent
of the authors of various works in a systematized
fashion, or to discuss only ideas of the authors
which function on classical levels of content, sym-
bolism. and implied statement.

ESSENTIALS
Since the setting construction in an sf novel or

short story is mare essential to the nature of the
story itself than mainstream works sel in the pres-
ent, what happens in an sf story should be evaluat-
ed in a totally different light The roles of each
facet of the sf story -- plot. setting and characteriz-
ation -- must be examined on several different lev-
eks. The interaction of these three elements is

irequently mare important in 4n st story than n
a2 mainsiream work Ahave all_ 11 shauld he made
apparent thal generalizatians are exiremely diffi-
cult to make. and comparisons can only he made
n the mast certain of cases

While there has heen a continuing gap in publish-
ed “academic” sf crniticism. same 1mMprovements are
heing made an the classtoom level

Thamas Claresan’s article in Extrapolation.
“Special Tapics English 390." seems to signal a
mare flurd and less strictured approach ta an sf
survey course. ~"The task of English 390c is to
explore science fictian for hath the nature and
quality of its ideas and its expression. For much
this same reasan | always try to avoid arganizing
the course on a utopian-dysopian axis.™

And Qrval Lund writes in Extrapalation that. of
the seven navels he affered in his sf course at Win-
ana State Callege, Sturgean’s MORE THAN HUM-
AN was received as the best navel (the competition®
CAT'S CRADLE, THE TIME MACHINE,  WAR OF
THE WORLDS, STARSHIP TROOPERS, etc).
Lund alsa states that “rather than require my stud-
ents ta read Wells ar ather early science fiction for
a caurse such as this in the future, | believe | will
limit the histarical approach ta lecture material
and outside reading.”™

But rejecting the mare abvious academic strict-
ures is anly the first step if sf is to he studied and
taught in college with as complete as passibic an
appreciation of its accomplishments and abilities.
New approaches, such as Delany’s ““levels af subju-
nctivity™ and *‘aesthetic farms™ should he experi-
mented with and refined, if necessary. The interr-
elatian of setting and symbalism needs ta be much
mare fully explared, and the “themes™ of the av-
erage sf survey course could be changed to read
“authors’ individual ideas.™

I believe that it is passible for sf ta exist in the
classroam, with new approaches and mades of
teaching. But the impetus far change must come
from inside academia itself -- and that might be too
much to ask. There is more of a chance that sf will
intelligently flourish in the free schools and infarm-
al discussion groups where sf is mare comfariable
and less confined. *
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G R Hills, PO Box 11-205, Walilington, NZ

David Bimler answers Nicky McLean’s comeback
nicely regarding the molding of attitudes to match
environment. On the other hand. I confess that
David has me on heat sinks. | forgot about them
(and me having read RINGWORLD -- hah'). Yet,
given the postulate of'a society with essentially un-
limited ( power being usable energy). would anyone
like to bet that there aren’t ways around even the
heat problem” In a story | once read. there isa
dandy system that stores heal 1n a tiny area of the
ship. until it can be radiated. Yeah. sure, since
you’'re making one area hotter than another you
have to expend energy to do so. but why not store
that energy there, too? When one area is hot enou-
gh (you're doing this on a planet rather than in a
ship, by the way) you just fire it off to Pluto (or
maybe just the moon, or . . . ) and let it dissipate.
OK. there are problems, and I'm not proposing that
this is how it would be done, but it is rank folly to
say it can’t be done any way -- after all. a bumble-
bee isn’1 aerodynamic, and a plane is heavier than
air

lan Munro, on escape velocities. | realise escape
velocity falls off with distance. But for the purp-
oses of the analogy. | think you must agree that
even a tiny fraction of the 1700 million light-years
you quote is rather a long way at 1 inch per hour.
The rest of lan's comments are embodied and
commented on in my original piece anyway (re:
turnover points, etc) so | won’t pursue that here.
On the other hand, about half way thru lan brings
up light-sails and agrees with me thereafter anyway.

| agree with parts of your reply to Harvey Kong
Tin's argument pro: parapsychology; however, in
the interests of objectivity 1 am forced to point out
that your argument “Surely para-psychology can
only be adequately investigated and understood
AFTER we understand much more about actual,
current, problematical and paradoxical ‘ordinary’
psychaology™ has a serious flaw. | can only just
read your words thru the sound of Newtonian scie-
ntists proclaiming that Einstein's obscure mathema-
tics is all very fair, but what's the use of investigat-
ing it while Newtonian principles are stiil not com-
pletely explored and understood”?

Good lord, | must point out that | am not. by
any means. a follower of the parapsychology trip.
In fact. 1 am reserving judgement till some decent
evidence turns up (so far the only stuff I've read
about 1t has been written by either believers or
debunkers.) | tend towards the *“It’s all hokum™
viewpoint. but try to temper this with scepticism
(sometimes even descending to cynicism). So much
ol the scientific training 1 underwent has remained
to me. degraded and distorted. if no more.

There is enough slack in scientific researching so
that we can explore most paths of knowledge simul-
taneously:so I must plonk my vote in favour of con-
tinuing to investigate parapsychoiogy. You never
know, the finds in one field might tie in with finds
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in the other. to the aid of both! (What has nuclear
physics got to do with genes?What possible relation-
ship” Er. seen any good mutations recently . 7)
And even if it tumns out only negative results. at least
that will save us exploring dead ends at a lates time
when. maybe, we won'1 be able to explore so many
simultaneous areas . . .

Brian Strong, P O Box 3476, Wallington, NZ.
People generally have always held rainwater in high
esteem -- it’s often cleaner than some so-called
fresh water supplies piped through our cities. but
it’s not free from contamination. |admit that
some of the contamination is natural, such as the
carbon dioxide dissolved from the air (which in
fact makes rain a mild form of soda water) but it’s
the other oddities it picks up that are causing
trouble.

Rainwater has become far more acid, in some
cases as acid as vinegar, as more and more man-made
gases are being dissolved from the atmosphere. The
main trouble’s being caused by the oxides of sulph-
ur and nitrogen produced as wastes from the burn-
ing of coal or oil, from the production of certain
metals from their ores, and from the exhausts of
motor vehicles. These gases dissolve to become
weak solutions of sulphuric and nitric acid, with the
result that rain in some of the heavily industrialised
countries has become dangerous, not only to the
environment, but to human health.

One of the worst effects has been on lake life,
where the water is now a hostile environment for
such things as freshly-hatched young fish and the
aquatic plant life they depend on. In the north-
east comer of the United States some lakes are
becoming barren (this has already happened in
some parts of Scandinavia). Scientists now admit
that they are worried about the effects on land
plants, soil fertility, not to mention the effects on
stone and other buildings. Risks to human health
are also predicted from breathing air carrying the
droplets of acid water. The problem’s getting
worse and seems to be increasing in proportion to
the use of fossil fuels.

Reducing the amount of sulphur and nitrogen
oxides being released into the air is an obvious
answer. In industry, this means scrubbing the
gases out in smokestacks at greatly added costs. so
what hope of that with the shareholders’ profits
falling? Fuels with lower amounts of sulphur can
be burnt while energy conservation would lower
demands and reduce the gas pollution.

This is an intemational problem as acid gas re-
leased in one place can be carried even to other
continents before it is washing down in the roin.

In some countries they have.installed very tall
smokestacks. which certainly have reduced obvious
local poliution problems, but just add to the trav-
elling garbage can in the atmosphere. It seems then
that unless the acid-rain problem receives some
attention, we are all headed for long-term problems.

In closing. it seems that reality has once again
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come limping in hehind what's usually dismissed
as the oddhall ramhblings of science fiction freaks.
PS Be in quick There's ganna he a marke1 far
lead umhrellas!

David Bimler, Flat 8, Old Fire Station, Cuba Strest,
Palmarston North, NZ.

Phinals are in the past and it is a week till | start
warming seats at the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries research division. I occupy myself writing
Creation Myths and similar Higher Obscurities for
the Greater Reunificatory Church of the Globe
Artichoke. There; is that enough of a chatty first
paragraph for you? Now on with disagreeing with
past Noumenons (does the man ever agree with
anyone?).

Going back to issue 29/30, Bruce Ferguson finds
THE GENESIS MACHINE (James Hogan) “very
worthwhile™, Double-plus unagreement! I thought
it down far from the standard of INHERIT THE
STARS.

The author is indeed in the old sf tradition. He’s
decided what special effects he wants -- gravity
control, ftl travel, etc ~ and devised an all-encomp-
assing new physics to give him them. What's wrong
with this? Well, as Bruce says, details and develop-
ment of said physics squeeze all else out from much
of the book — we readers do not seek to admire the
writer's ingenuity, we want to see what’s done with
his postulates. Plot, characterisation — such vestiges
from mainstream fiction.

And worse: it's not consistent. There are gaps
in the theory you could move a mountain through
{do not think this quest for contradictions the re-
action of a conservative inflexible slave of the
system). Hogan's better acquainted with digital
processing. He's best when sticking to this. But
couple wishful thinking with dreary style and ex-
trapolation politics-wise . . . ho hum.

Understand, | am all in favour of “Golden Age™
hard-science sf (even the traditional school which
preaches that engineers will solve all the world's
problems, funded enough and left alone  Engineers
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have been avershadowed 1or long enough by ecol-
ogical consciousness. the day is coming when we
gavern supreme,. the world acknowledging our
rightful power!). It’s just that there are belter ex
amples

Item THE WORLD IS FLAT. the offening of
one Tony Rathman. The author plays with ideas
on the Ringwarld scale - metallic hydrogen for
construction, a planet nearly half the size of the
sun it orbits and with surprises inside (to say
more might spoil things for the reader who works
from the front forward. rather than my system of
peeks ahead and flash-backs), a wierd well-realised
climate. The science is there. It may turn out
wrong (metallic hydrogen?!) but at least ‘tis
consistent. Though there, it lurks in the background
like a discreet family retainer . . . an example. Said
planet is reached in some slower-than-light fashion.
A solar sail is hinted at, but that is enough to know,
and no more is specified. 1 don’t think many of
the book’s 400+ pages are wasted.

Rothman has also an amusing way with words
and some concern for personalities. He looks on
transient things with the perspective you'd expect
from an astrophysicist, which gives a little substance
to his book - what more do you want?

1t is quite clear he studies astrophysics, if this
were not mentioned in the afterwords. The concept
of the planet and its care, and geometric units, you
will find in the textbook GRAVITATION (John
A Wheeler and others). And who but a mathemat-
ician or astraphysicist would use the word “mona-
tonically ™ with such ease?

The other paperback 1've been able to afford
lately, with the escalating price per page of loday.
was Vonda Mcintyre’s DREAMSNAKE (couldn’t
afford this either ~ $4.10 -- but at the time [ thou-
ght myself wealthier than 1 am). Much impact! |
suspect it might have even more emotianal impact
on someane sa unfortunate as to fear snakes
(thaugh could anyone be anything but in love
with a rattlesnake?Such slender grace, every sinuous
curve of her sexy little body thrabbing with lust,

a wicked gleam in her eyes and those erotic teeth
just showing . . . excuse me). A number of snakes
feature in DREAMSNAKE, you see, portrayed with
sympathy, since one aspect of it is a novel and part-
icularly appropriate genetic engineering application
- snakes as natural drug synthesisers, with inbuilt
hypodermics. In my generosity 1 leave a detailed
review of the book as an exercise for somebady
elss.

One reason for this is that the loc befare your
eyes is rather running away with itself. Recently |
was thinking, ““There is nothing to write to Noum-
enon but chatty first paragraphs™ . . . and now
where are we? Already the draft spills over one
page of scrap cumputer print-out' Ah well, forge
on into the second half

Greg Hills never fails to provide something
controversial, and in recent Noumenons he opens
a dogmatic discussion on contemporary alien biol-
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ogy |am reluciani ta argue with Greg (wha rejects
DREAMSNAKE. saying the style 1s nat flarid en-
augh for his tastes he has heen spailed by lack
Vance's haraque excesses). This I've done quite af-
ten lately. and there'll he a rumaur that one of us

is a pseudanym of the ather. Nevertheless. there

is a sinister lack af imaginatian in the article. | must
join the forces af unfettered thaught ranked against
the Hairy Hills.

In his discussian, rather than judge the authars®
creations an their consistency alane, Greg applies
taa much human hiology and candemns a eritter
which cannat he farced into the frame. Dauhtless
he can defend this principle -- saying Earthly
bialogy is the only example we have; it is the anly
restraint there is when speculating on bug-eyed
mansters sa we must accept it. Garbage still -- the
discussian still refers anly ta Man's anatomy and
biachemistry. It ignares the exotic metabalism
existing an Earth in photosynthetic bacteria etal,
and the wide range af nerve impulse speeds between
jellyfish, the squid giant axan and us.

Be that as it may, if this is Greg's razor to sep-
arate warkahle from unwarkable aliens, he should
apply it consistently. When he praduces calcula-
ticns shawing that Bandersnatchi would burst under
their awn weight, 1 want ta see same far Kzinti - if
we're to judge them by the laws of the binlagy we
know, they cauld never evaive. Cansider the prot-
usians af elbow and knee for muscle attachment.
Kzinti maybe get greater leverage from this arrange-
ment, but sacrifice speed of limb mavement ta the
same degree. A muscle-hound slow-maving tabby
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as a hypathyroid shrew. And it seems generally
unlikely that a feline camivare shauld evalve ta
resemble sa closely the arangautang.

The anthrapacentric reasaning is mast intense in
the dismissal of Puppeteers (a lat of peaple’s fav-
ourite heast), “‘Alas, having the sensary argans --
eyes, nase and (presumably?) eats — sa far fram the
hrain is cantrasurvival. Makes far a slow reactian
time.” lIs that a fact? Sa canfrant a great white
shark - main sensory argan, lateral lines running
the way dawn its flanks ~ and see if your faster
reactian time means survival. Cansider the brant-
asaurus and its preposterous kind . . . nated far
neither quick reflexes nar witty repartee, but they
did very well, thank you (af course they’re extinct —
that can happen ta the hest of us).

“There are practical reasons far wanting the
eyes away fram the hands™. 1really must query
this. Specify them, justify the generalisatians.
There is equal disadvantage in having eyes clase
to the mauth —it’s called barley grass -- but sheep
show na signs aof racial extinction.

1 migh1 paoint qut that there are excellent reasons
weighing against hands (or prehensile feet such as
man’s) at the end of limbs. Hands are warked hy
muscles; hand and muscles bulked alang a limb
give it higher maments of inertia, make it harder to
run with. Human appendages really are clumsy
things, inherited from qur ancestry like same un-
mentionable disease.

1 can't very well defend the Thrint when the pras-
ecuting attamey specifies na reasons for his veta on
them.

Condemn if you like the unwarkable nan-human-
aids af earlier authars ~ 1 mourn far them and their
bug-eyes. What happened to Qlaf Stapledon’s sym-
biatic ichthyaids and arachnoids? Haow did his ex-
ultant philosaphical plant-men die out? I must
dream instead of intelligent avergrawn starfish
(amphibious, of course) with multiple modular
brains and a neural system based an hydraulics and
fluidic logic gates. Thinking, naturally, in radial
logic rather than man's hipalar outlook.

But the discussian goes anta alien psychologies --
and Greg has reversed his criteria! Now, the less an
alien’s autloak and hehaviour resemble man’s, the
more believahle it becomes. When a writer caps
aut hy making his creature beyond prediction, Greg
praises him for it! Does this backward stance nat
raise eyebraws?

But best | not continue with alien psychologies,
and the altemative aspects they see of the universe
- partly 1 already owe a letter on this to the NFFF
peaple, partly few could penetrate the subtlety of
my thaught.

** A marvelous effort David, and my apologies that
Futures|/Alternatives has taken so long to reappear
to present your subtleties - indeed! **
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Ran Salaman, 1014 Canecard St. Framingham, Mass.
01701, USA.

I'm not sure if Chris Fauntain is choasing the right
institution in the US Postal Service as an example
of inefficiency Ghu knaws I've knacked the USPS
(deservedly sa) often enaugh hut hy law i1 must
make (or attempt 1o make) a prafit. so suhsidies
fram Gavemment are “low" and users pay their
own way. Asa result, from what | hear, numbers
of employees per “X™ millian pieces of mail has
been steadily gaing down. Christmastime and
summeriime temparary emplayee hiring has long
been dane away with. Wages are way abave mini-
mum but less than a lat of government civil service
types gel and assurely less than public transit wark-
ers, same of wham pull dawn mare daollars per year,
thanks ta a strong unian, than upper management
executives. Also fram what | hear American pastal
rates are about or just below average casts as com-
pared to other nations.

Are Chris's capies of F&SF and Analag being
damaged in USA or in transit to NZ? I've been subb-
ing ta both since the '60s and have yet to see any
blemishes, aside fram a coupla recent F&FS re-
ceived withaut envelopes due ta a fire in the print-
er's warehause screwing up the schedule - and F&FS
send duplicates in the usual envelapes after a past-
card request at na extra cost ta me. Galaxy, un-
enveloped, was a mailing disaster, unmitigatedly.
My salutian after unanswered camplaints was to
stap subbing. I 1 can't find it an a newsstand I'll
just cry myself to sleep. Nat really.

Over here we/they say “Lack at British Steel
far a disaster called an industry.” You can bypass
the mails naw if you've laot enaugh for a comput-
er, and the right connections. Ahem. But haw will
camputers lead ta cheap mail? 1 can see electronic
mail stared upon receipt an a flappy disk, but
think hard-capy reproduction, ie, a print-aut, colla-
tion and hinding machine job would always be
much mare expensive than viewing it on a screen.
As it is, I am passessive enough ta like the laaks
and feel of a raw (upon row) of mags and baoks,
and a collection of cassettes, disks of microfiche/
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film wouldn’t have the same teeling for me |am
ald fashianed that way and think when the technol-
agy changes that way I'll only grudgingly swing my
apinions that way. hut 1 will go alang with the
times both faor economics sake and lack of storage
space Someday we’ll all wander how we allowed
trees 10 he made inta paper. just like we'll shake
aur heads ahout using silver for photographs.

As to health it 1s a disasier in that many peaple
dan’t take preventative measures {check-ups. tests
etc) hecause of cust and we do need a compre-
hensive health plan nationwide 1o insure everyaone
at a reasonahle cost, but in accidents peaple are
attended to first (with some exceptions |'m sure
even today -- America is a big land with its share of
medical fuggheads). By law area haspitals have im-
pressive plaques siating admissian is far everyone,
regardless of paying ahility, and they must 1ake a
minimum number aof patients at no or low-cost.
They even have ta advertise their policy in the daily
newspaper in a hig ad ance every three months. So
there. You may have ta yell ta get service, hut
usually that is true in other areas of saciety tao, sad
ta say. The meek shall inherit N-O-T-H-1-N-G (and
may have ta pay taxes an it).

Faod stamps ga 10 poar falk making less than sa
much maney per year, adjusted per family size. The
limit is very low. In Mass. old folk surviving an
Sacial Security henefits af say $300 ar s¢ a menth
aren’t eligible. Students in college are nao longer
eligible 1 am tald. Faod stamp henefit dallars drop
in the next budget. making the poal of eligibles
smaller, and paarer still. Incame ceiling hasn't kept
up anywhere near inflation in the last decade. As
far dodges, anything is passible | guess as lang as
you can get away with it. Mass. has a high rate of
cheaters but is slowly gaing after them, daing
things like comparing computer records of employ-
ment/unemployment vs stamp recipients’ names
and numbers, The state has started suing for reim-
bursement by convicted cheaters. The whale thing
is rather distasteful ta me and 1 can’t imagine my-
self lying ta gain eligibility ~ I'm just tao hanest a
soul, | guess.

Mike Madigan, 66 Franktan, Queenstawn, N2.

A few comments for you sparked by the arrival of
Arthur C Clarke’s FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE
which has finally made it to Queenstown.

This most recent (and probably last) navel of
Clarke's is an important contribution to science fic-
tion far many reasons, not the least of which is its
central theme: the construction of a forty thousand
kilometer ‘orbital elevator’ from an equatarial mou-
ntaintop in Ceylon (Clarke's Sri Lankan hame)
into high arbit.

That is. the book is about Science . an increas-
ingly rare phenomenon in these days of facile fani-
asy and desperate disillusion in sf literature. Clarke
remains, almost by default, the heir to the mantle
of the founder of modem science fiction. H G Wells,
because he still believes that scientific techknow-
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ledge can save the day Mare on this in a mament

The book s also a typical Clarkian hlend of hard
engineering and mystical philasaphy Clarke press-
es all around on the perimeters of passibility |
wauld theretore recommend 1t as a representative
example ol his work and what st 1s_ a1 its contruci-
1ve hest. really ahau

Naow what is that? Well. I've no dauht that sf
literature is really whai many of its semi-infarmed
denigratars accuse 11 of being; escapist! But not in
the sense ol a head-in-the-sand fiddling-while-Rome-
hurns cop ou1  You can read mainstream literature
for that

The first man 10 push off an a {loating log was
undoubitedly an escapist And he prabably had
spent many hours staring at the visions in the fire
while his fellows did mare pasitive. canstructive
things like raid the neighbars for wamen. But when
the neighbars raided back, aur hero had an escape
ta keep his own family out of the way

Naw they say the prime symbal of sf 1s the space-

ship Well. anyone wha can’t see the analogy betw-
een the log cance and the space shuttle aught 10
stick 1o Harald Rabbins. Admittedly, a forty thau-
sand kilameter space lift is pretty far out. (yes.
that is a pun.) But so was a 747 to the Wright
brathers. Given the will, there'll be a way.

I shauld admit my biases. Ever since Clarke’s
THE CHALLENGE OF THE SPACESHIP warped
my dacile young mind a cauple of decades ago,
I've heen a fan of his . . and he knows what he’s
talking abaut. That doesn’t mean I'm blind ta his
shartcamings and 1his boaok is no exceptian. His
characterizations are unifarmly shallow and Clark-
1an future worlds are usually horingly ultrarinsed.
(Na Clarke hera ever had ta fight diny ar ga hun-
gry.)

So what? There’s no shariage of darker visions
in sf, from Frankenstein ta 1984 (Incidentally,
does anyane daubi such techna-sacial harrors
have been forestalled because of these dire wam-
ings?) H G Wells was na rasy optomist — remem-
ber the Marlocks? But he did beliave that educa-
tian could stave off catastophe. Clarke, abave all
else. is an educator. He tells us why:

*In the race (against catastaphe) of which HG
Wells warned us, the last lap has already begun. If
we |ase it, the warld of 2001 will be much like aqurs,
with its prohlems and evils and vices enlarged, per-
haps beyand endurance.

But if we will, 2001 could mark the great divide
between barbarism and real civilisation. I1 is inspir-
ing ta realize that, with same luck and much hard
wark, we may live to see the final end of the Dark
Ages ™

(THE VIEW FROM SERENDIP, 1978:67)

In the midst of the cascading catasirophe araund
us. Clarke’s grasping far a handhald on high ground
His Space Lift is truly a metaphar for Science i1-
self;a Way Qut'

But. the chortlers chime. Science is discredited!
That's what gat us in1a this mess in the first place

Horseshit  Science 1s as ald as the first flint axe
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and as camman as hailed water. There will always
be those who readily accepit their fate na matter
what  The Columhus amang us is a rarity  Rui
unless you're waiting far the Messiah ta land 1he
UFO’ and save us from aurselves, the experimeni-
al methad of Science is our ane and only hape
(Please. I'm not saying intangibles like heauty and
lave are not impartant. But they wan't cure taath
ache or feed a starving child )

Science is far grawn-ups who are nat afraid of
the truth, and 1 take the growing papularity of
science fictian -- that most remarkable of modem
literature -- as a positive indication that people are
beginning ta rise abave the pseudo-religious
mumbo-jumha af the past and are hecaming aware
af the unfalding pramises of the future.

Thanks Arthur. See you Qut There!

PS 1 think a forty-thausand kilometer elevatar
may be a bit unweildly and unnecessarily expensive.
What abaut an O’Neill type launch catapuit like
Gearge Pal used far an escape raute in his classic
movie WHEN WAORLDS COLLIDE? An electro-
magnetic sling could shoat a payload up off the
mountain and getting back dawn is no problem

Keep up the gaod work Brian. What abaut same
calourful cavers far Noumenan?? Need any mare
reviews ar articles? Longer? Sharter? Contraversial-
er?

»* Colour covers?? You don't understand econom-
ics! YES, all of those — longer. shorter and controv-
ersialer. **
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LAGRANGE FIVE -- Mack Reynoids
(Bantam, 1979, $2.95)

In this novel Mack Reynolds edges yet nearer to his
guild socialist Utopia. The location . . . if a Utopia
can have a location . . . is clear from the title. How-
ever a novel has to have a plot, and all advice on how
to write sf leans to conflict in the plot situation. In
this case the conflict is between the colonists, a
group of blacks who want to homestead the aster-
oids, and a group of earthworms who want to close
the whole project down.

I thought that the technical side of space habit-
ats was described better here than in Ben Bova’s
COLONY, but if that is what you want stick 1o
THE HIGH FRONTIER by O'Neill.

LAGRANGE FIVE's plot is pretty thin, about
the same as COLONY’s, and of course there are
Reynolds™ politcal and social ideas. If you are
interested in Utopia building this might be the book
for you, but, of course, in that respect it is not a
patch on THE DISPOSSESSED by Ursula Le Guin.
— TRCH

TWO TO CONQUER
Marion Zimmer Bradley
{Daw Books, 1980, 335pp, $US2.25)

I thank Lynne Holdom for this preview of new dev-
elopments in the world of Darkover. This book
won't reach NZ for months yet. even in the US
print, at least not for shop sale.

TWO TO CONQUER is set in the final stages of
the Ages of Chaos on Darkover, when the followers
of Hastur and the Compact are still far from the
completion of the unification of Darkover in the
cause of banishment of the fearsome esper weap-
ons that threaten daily life. Played mainly in the

kingdom of Astunas, this book traces the events
and people leading up to the final domination of
the Compact over all the seven Domains.

Briefly, in a time when Asturias. one of the
Hundred Kingdoms, is ruled by aging King Ardrin
and his Queen, Ariel, and after a brief prologue
introducing a Terran named Paul Harrell, the book
slides into the engagement of Ardrin/Ariel’s daught-
er Carlina to Bard di Asturien, a promising warrior
of the realm But Carlina is reluctant, and Bard
over-ager, and from this basis springs most of the
more intimate facets of the book.

Bradley plays this area very skiilfully, develop-
ing the events and characters logically from prior
events and interations. | felt she laid on Bard’s ob-
session and blindness-to-reason a little too thickly
in places, but 1 have met such motivations and re-
actions in enough people still to credit them. And
as a gauge of the evenness of the character develop-
ment, I found that 1 was biased to neither (nor any,
in some places) party particularly strongly: both
had their admirable and contemptible traits. Yet I
found myself in sympathy with both to the extent
that their eventual fates mattered considerably to
me.

The length of the book, while not quite great
enough to encourage boredom with Bradley’s pre-
occupation with the small matters of her characters.
gave sufficient canvas so that the historical events
could be discussed. weighed. and explained for
the reader’s benefit. There was no possibility of
becoming bewildered by overfast or unsupported
twists of plot or theme. The motivations of King
Ardrin (and his successor Dom Rafael, father of
Bard) are made clear -- rather too obviously in the
confrontation between Dom Rafael and a messeng-
er of the Hasturs. Bradley lays out the political
and military pressures brought 1o bear on Dom



Ratael in this scene rather 100 carefully True. 1
makes the proud Dom Rafael’s reluctant compro-
mise credible. but as diplomacy 11 strikes a sour
note. and left me asking “Thar 1s subtlety”™ Any
modern diplomat worth the pay on Earth today
could have hammered oul a better deal (from Dom
Ratael’s viewpoint) with Varzl. even given the
pressuring he was subjected 1o

Still. that 1s a minor quibble Another. slightly
greater one. is stylistic The introduction of the
character Paul Harrell was poorly managed True,
MZB did warn us in the prologue that a specially
imported (via telsport relay) Terran was going to
figure in the second (and, historically, greater)
half of the book. True. Harrell's presence gave MZB
an additional mirror to show off her characters in,
True, it would have been unlikely for one such as
Paul to coincidentally have been found on Darkover.
Nonetheless the introduction of Harrell should have
been more gracefully accomplished. As is, he appea-
rs quite suddenly. and | received the (possibly mis-
taken ) impression that the Prologue was merely an
afterthought, added to account for Paul’s arrival.

It is bad form to introduce a major character half
way through a book, and this is not the first time
an author has written their way out of the bind
by adding a prologue with that character in.

In my opinion, a better handling of the matter
would have included interspersion of brief vignett-
es of Paul's early days on Darkover. Not only
would this make for a smoother progression of

storyline. with Paul already an “old friend" by

the time he becomes important. but it would
have provided MZB with greater flexibility of
character development elsewhere: by playing off
Paul’s reactions with those of others in similar
circumstances, for instance.

Overall. the book is very readable for people
who like details on the intimate side of life on an-
other planet. The pacing is generally good, there
is a sufficiency of action, and it makes sense.
People who enjoyed STORMQUEEN, THE HERI-
TAGE OF HASTUR, or THE FORBIDDEN TOW-
ER will almost certainly welcome the book to
their Darkover collection.

Yet |1 must add a cautionary note to people who
like their books with action and major events be-
ginning immediately. This book possesses a partic-
ularly long and character-intensive section in which
the scene is set. The major plot elements do not
move significantly for several chapters. They then
move rapidly, but you have been warned! Don’t
skip the early sections of the book ~ they are not
padding —~ but don’t be too impatient. — GRH
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22 REVIEWS...

at about the same time. these staries form a conn-
ecied narrative and give a Saviet view of the expan-
sion af mankind 1thraughout the Universe — TRCH

THF HOT BLOODED DINOSAURS
Adrian J Dasmand

{Futura, 1977, 290¢pp. $2.90]

Caver art uncredited.

The baaok's title and cover illa (ane of tricerataps
leering at ane anather) are misleading -- it’s nat an
erotic revelation about sex amang the saunans.
Sarry!

It actually explains the new ideas af dinasaurs
and their evolutian. Dinasaurs are naw seen as

highly develaped creatures. . . warm-hloaded, active,

and in some cases remarkably intelligent. They
evalved from crocadile-like reptiles, with pawerful
hind legs for swimming thraugh swamps. This
allowed a bhipedal posture when they moved anto
dry land, so they tock up endathermy to exploit
this passihility.

Rut this very fine boak is alsa a detailed histary
af the discavery and interpretatian of these heasts.
1t tells how many miscanceptians arase, which are
anly now being completely stamped out. Far exam-
ple:

Dinasaurs were first seen as scaled-up lizards --
quadrapedal, sun-warmed, slaw-maving. Althaugh
scientists soon realised that mast walked an 1wa
legs. it was a century before anyaone recagnised
**. .. that erect pasture and locomation prahably
are not possible without high metabolism and high
uniform temperature™.

The giant herbivares (like Brantosaurus and
Diplodocus) were ariginally helieved ta he whale-
like. This aquatic idea still lingers on, in pictures aof
them living on‘lake heds with their heads raised
ahave water. But hreathing through a 12-metre
snorkel is impassible. The hrutes would suffer heart
failure or massive haemarthages: they must have
lived on land, like elephants or giraffes. (The same
story applies ta a gaad many sciences. Wrang ideas
and maodels are easily made, prave blatently incon-
sistent, but are much harder ta abandan.)

This secand aspect of the haaok is the more im-
portant. If you read it simply for the history of
dinosaur evolution, yau're liable to he canfused by
the way Desmond scans back and fro through
the eras.

There are several separale lines of evidence for
endathermy and fast metaholism in dinosaurs
(some can alsa he found in the April 1975 Scientific
American) . . . evidence from bone internal struc-
ture, of the predator/prey ratios, of posture and
lifestyle. from the growth rates of young dinasaurs.
Birds are now thought to be dinosaur descendents.
and are ohviously warm-hloaded ~ which suggests
their ancestors were. The most impartant evidence
comes from the inconsistencies in the old interpre-
tations. The feet of Archaeopteryx are often descri-
bed as an adaption for perching on tree hranches;
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tew mention that | vrannasaurus Rex had the same
toot structure “Either Tyrannosaurus perched in

1rees. u1 Archaeapileryx was a ground-living predator™

{ Archaeopleryx is still cited as the “missing link ™
hetween birds and reptiles This 1s another vestige
ol early wrong ideas.)

Desmand advocates a reclassification of the verte-
hrates. The dinasaurs are as distinc! Irom 1he reptiles

as the mammals are. and should be in their own class—

t' e Dinosauria Grouped with them should be their
living representatives. the birds: their crocadile-like
ancestars. and their relatives. the pterasaurs All
have warm bload and similar adaptions ta high met-
abalism

The book is very convincing (and recommended).
hut it gives paranaoid science fiction readers some-
thing new to worry ahaul The early mammals were
undaubtedly less advanced than the dinasaurs. They
began their evalution earlier. were eclipsed and spent
2/3 of their history in obscurity, and shauld he there
still. Bul some unlikely cataclysm wiped out dina-
saurs, pterasaurs, sea reptiles and flara warld-wide
at the end of the Cretaceous. Wae! On other plan-
ets, dinasaurs are mare likely to be dominant than
are the mammals. Sa if we ever meel an alien race,
dan’t expect them to lack like us (ar like you, any-

way) -- they’ll mare prabably be dinosaurs ar dragons,

and even covered in feathers.
Shouldn't sameone be preparing the public for
this? —OB

.
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**And as it seems to follow on so well, a selection

of comments froni Greg Hills is now presented. **

DRAGONS. Point One: mast reporis of feather-
ed serpents come from the New World: elsewhere,
dragans are naked and scaled.

Point Two: dragons, gryphons and flying horses
{pegasi) all exhibit a phenamenan rare in the exper-
tence of this person. i.e. separate wings and fare-
legs Mast flying species gain flight by specialising
their forelimbs inta wings: where no such specilisa-
tion accurs. the animal is flightless. Dragonsand a
few others, hawever, pussess both wings and legs.

Paint Three: the origin of the wings in such
groups is abscure, but | think it likely they arose
from madification of ribs. much in the fashion of
the formation of the vertebrate aw But we'll leave
paints Two and Three far now

Take a bird. take a dragan. Little resemblance.
nght? Now. ga back 1n time. You will nate that

the bird is gerting closer and claser 1o the dragon.
shape Because of the lack of a clear fossil hislory
we cannat detail the changes in the dragon

Eventually. you reach a creature called Archaeo-
prervx, which shows bath hird-like and draconic
features (well. the general descriptian is ‘reptilian’.
but we'll pass that by) He is generally referred to
as heing ancesiral to birds. He is feathered.

Naw paint One becomes relevant: the feathered
dragans. If we presume that hirds and dragans have
a camman ancestor (and 1 will), then the naked
dragan represents a farm that has last the feathers,
a secandary adaptatian. This wauld make the
feathered dragans of the New World an archaic group
which has retained the primtive characteristic. Poss-
ihly where the dragan breathes fire, it tends 1a
immalate itself by setting fire ta its feathers; this
wauld explain twa things: the rarity of feathered
dragans, and their liking for rain (to put the fire aut,
of course).

1 am nat proposing, of caurse, that dragans are
descended from Archaeopteryx; na. The split
between bird and dragon would come earlier,
near the point where they emerged fram the ances-
tral thecodants. Bui (despite recent evidence ta the
cantrary) jt is thaught that anly birds (and hence
alsa dragans) developed feathers. So the break must
came after they diverged fram the thecadonts, and
after they develaped feathers. And befare the de-
velopment of thermao-regulation, since birds seem to
have it and dragans seem not ta.

(From a later letter: | spake to the yaunger
Bimler after sending off my last letter and now have
a hetter idea of “igneous” research. The discussion
alsa hraught ta mind a point 1 neglected: many
dinasaurs may have heen feathered. This may weak-
en the hird/dragan relatianship.)

I'd like 10 knaw the layaut of the dragon skull: if
it is diapsid (‘twa-arched') or diapsid-derived, this
wauld suppart the idea that they came fram the
Archosaurs (‘ruling reptiles’ ~ the dinasaur graup -
thecodonts are archasaurs), and this cauld be exten-
ded to the idea they share their arigin with birds.

The rib-wing (point Three) idea wauld account
for the divergence: say, a group of prato-hirds gat
separated somewhere. Bath flight and agility an the
ground were vital ta their survival for some reason.
First, we can envissge the reduction of the wings hacl
ta legs. Then a mutant, wherein ane pair of ribs pok-
ed aut. Nothing for a while; then passibly a small
variety where the skin stretched like a flap from the
ribs ta the hind legs. Like in the flying fox nawadays
These ‘gliders’ wauld have an advantage. There woulc
be steady alteration of the system until a form arose
where the ‘wings’ could be flapped and folded.
Finally. the animal wauld take to the air and, as the
features of flight develaped, gain size until it attain-
ed the prapartions of the modern farm. This is
tentative and probahly simplistic, but 1 feel it to he
indicative.

Well. that'll do for naw. | hope same of 1he fore-
going is new and useful in dracazoalogist circles.
1ts all highly speculative, and may be mostly wrong,
but it was fun writing. | may examine and expand the
theme if ever | find time. »
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